
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NEW MANASHNI BANNER 

 

 

MANASHNI SPONSORED BY 

SETHNA FINANCIAL GROUP LLC, ZARIR J. SETHNA, CLU®, ChFC®, LUTCF® 
WWW.SETHNAFINANCIALGROUP.COM 

OFFICE 713-963-4229 
HAPPY JAMSHEDI NOROUZ TO YOU ALL 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Calendar of Events for 2026: 
 
21st March, Saturday  - Navroze Humbandagi and Function 
See flyer at end of Manashni for details 
28th March, Saturday (10.30 am to 1.30 pm) – Spring Celebration at  
Asia Society – Along the Silk Road. ZAH is organizing numerous 
activities including a ZAH performance at 1 pm. The performance is 
free for ZAH Community. Please register (for free) - Super 
Saturday: Spring Celebrations. See flyer for details 
12th April, Sunday -  ZAH Carnival 
31st May, Sunday - Gahambar  
15th August, Saturday - Navroze Humbandagi and Function 
4th October, Sunday - Gahambar 
 

REPORTS 
 
LIBRARY REPORT 
By: Jangoo Mistry 
 
Exciting News Coming Your Way – The Zoroastrian Heritage 
Museum 

After much discussion and deliberation by the ZAH Executive 
Committee and other leaders of our community in North America, an 
exciting new idea is gathering steam.  

There is going to be a proposal to be put to vote at the ZAH Annual 
General Meeting for a Zoroastrian Museum in Houston. The Museum 
will be a dedicated sanctuary designed to safeguard, interpret, and 
showcase the profound religious, cultural, and historical legacy of our 
community. It will serve as a bridge, connecting the wisdom of our 
ancestors to the curiosity of future generations and the global public. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

PLACE:ZHCC 
 8787 W. Airport Blvd. 
 Houston, TX 77071  
 Tel: 713-270-9339   
 
TIME: Different timings for each group 
 
DATE: April 12, 2026 
 
Children's Session: The Sunday 
School session starts at 10:30 a.m. in-
person and by Zoom 
 

Middle Group: The Sunday School 
session at 11:00 a.m. – in-person & by 
Zoom 
 

 
 

Youth Group: The Sunday School 
session at 11:00 a.m. In person 

 

https://asiasociety.org/texas/events/super-saturday-spring-celebrations-along-silk-road
https://asiasociety.org/texas/events/super-saturday-spring-celebrations-along-silk-road


 
 

Why A Zoroastrian Museum 

● Cultural Continuity: As our diaspora grows, a physical anchor is essential to prevent the dilution of our unique 
traditions, languages, and rituals. 

 
● Educational Outreach: The museum will be a premier resource for scholars and students, offering an authentic 

narrative of Zoroastrianism’s influence on world philosophy and human rights (such as the legacy of the Cyrus 
Cylinder). 
 

● Public Presentation: By opening our doors to the world, we replace misconceptions with understanding, fostering 
a spirit of Good Thoughts, Good Words, and Good Deeds for generations. 

 
● Picture interactive displays of the Shahnameh or the history of the Silk Road come to life as you have never seen 

before. 
 

● Picture a "Modern Literature Wing" dedicated to contemporary Zoroastrian authors, especially showcasing the 
works and authors who have won the Bapsi Sidhwa Literature Prize and other book awards. 

Important to Know 

● ZAH has agreed to donate the unused land on our property at no cost and for which no other use is planned. 
● ZAH will not incur any financial obligation. Every penny for the construction and operation of the museum will 

come from external sources and fundraising efforts. 

ZAH will soon provide a detailed proposal, before the AGM, to assist you in making your decision. 

A Call to Action 

The creation of this museum is not merely an option; it is a responsibility. We urge every reader, community leader, and 
benefactor to lend their voice and resources to this landmark project. Your support will ensure that the flame of our history 
continues to burn brightly for centuries to come. 

We stand at a pivotal moment for the preservation of our identity. Let us build this home for our heritage together. ZAH is 
already recognized as the pioneer of successful initiatives like our Centre and the Atash Kadeh. With the addition of a 
museum, Zoroastrians from all over North America will come to Houston to experience our “complex” of religious offerings. 

Yes, you will have questions – lots of questions. But for now, all you need to do is vote on the concept, not the nitty-gritty 
details.  This is not going to happen overnight. There will be lots of time to discuss and argue, and look at different ways of 
doing it.  

Remember that the risk/reward of this effort carries zero risk to ZAH and enormous rewards in the future. But, like the 
famous Chinese proverb says: 

"A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step." 

Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu, the founder of Taoism 

History is written by those who dare to build while others doubt. Let us dare, and let us take that first “single step”. 

 



 
 

ATASH KADEH NEWS 

By: Atash Kadeh Committee 
 

The month of February started off with our annual Jashne Sadeh 
festival on February 7th. 
 
Jashne Sadeh is one of the most ancient and symbolic festivals 
celebrated in the Zoroastrian tradition. Observed about 50 days before 
Navroze and marking approximately 100 days and nights remaining 
until the end of winter, this festival centers on fire, light, and the 
human ability to overcome darkness through wisdom and 
cooperation  
 
On February 8th, the Houston Zoroastrian Study Group began an 
introductory deep dive into our Gathas. Traditionally believed to be 
hymns composed by Zarathustra himself, the Gathas imbibe the core 
spiritual teachings of our faith and focus on humanity’s moral 
responsibility to choose asha (truth) over druj (falsehoold). These 
hymns serve not only as prayers but also as philosophical reflections 
on justice, truth, and the purpose of human life. 
 
On February 15th, our Atash Kadeh received a major facelift with the 
help of our ZAH Middle Group and Youth Group.  We want to extend a 
heartful thank you to our amazing volunteers who dedicated their 
Sunday afternoon to cleaning, polishing, and doing an incredible 
amount of (literal) heavy lifting.  Your willingness to serve the 
community reflects the true spirit of cooperation, humility, and care 
that strengthens our Atash Kadeh. As a result of your hard work, the 
prayer hall remains a welcoming and peaceful space for all persons of 
our community. Your service is deeply appreciated, and we are grateful 
for your commitment to helping maintain this sacred space for all.  
 
While our month may have had fewer events, our AK Team is constantly 
working in the background to keep our beautiful hall running in full 
force. Machis and Tandarosti prayers continue each month as always. 
We also continue to zoom these prayers for the benefit of those who 
wish to attend remotely.  
 
A special note of thanks as always to our Mobed, Ervad Pervez Gonda, 
who tirelessly keeps our Atash Kadeh flourishing with the help of Ervad 
Khushrav Nariman. 
 
You can reach us at AtashKadeh.ZAH@Gmail.com or call any of our 
committee members if 
you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions. 
 
Committee Members: Khushrav Nariman, Feroze Bhandara, Shernaz 
Bhandara, Mitra Khumbatta, Persis Behramsha 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JASHNE SADEH 

 
 
 

CLEANING THE ATASH KADEH 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

GOLDEN GROUP REPORT 

By Jehanbux Mehta 
 
A SUMPTIOUS FEAST FROM  BOHRI BAZAAR 
 
The past year was indeed noteworthy:  17 new members and eight 
functions, with five at our popular ZAH Centre and three at restaurants, 
including that at Moody Gardens in Galveston by bus. We celebrated the 
new year in January with traditional dhandar patio, on Valentine’s Day, 
the gentlemen among us whispered  sweet nothings to the maidens fair  
and all of us paid tribute to our moms on Mothers Day.  We had our 
friends from China, Japan, Thailand, Goa, and India-Pakistan prepare for 
us their mouth watering specialties. Thoroughly enjoyed our good ol’ 
American fare too.  Realizing that we had missed out our Bohri friends, 
we decided to give them a go at our first event in 2026. 
 

It was a double feature the afternoon of February 21.  Members of 
Golden Group were treated to wine and then lunch prepared by Bohri 
chefs of Houston, followed by an entertaining presentation by Conor 
Hagen of FBI on scams. The gathering was the largest ever recorded: 78 
members and two guests. The number would have been larger but for 
the horrendous traffic jam which led to seven members returning home 
frustrated. Full marks to those who after struggling through the traffic for 
nearly 90 minutes made it to our ZAH Centre.  Round tables were 
arranged facing the stage for the guests to get a good view of Mr 
Hagen’s overhead slide  presentation on the main hall’s large screen. 
 
Bar B Q Village, known to several in our community, did a great job in 

cooking up a Bohri meal: chicken curry in creamy white gravy, bohri beef 

cutlets, chicken farchas, naans and, of course, mutton biryani without 

which a Bohri feast would be incomplete. The sole vegetarian among us 

was offered veg biryani and cutlets and dal. Helping Hands Diana 

Balsara and Anita Kavina, assisted by two maids helped serve the food 

to the guests. A pile of soft napkins were placed on the table for those 

who were finicky licking their fingers clean. Chocolate cake rounded up 

lunch with tea and cookies later on. For the convenience of our guests, 

several of them being octogenarians, but not showing it, a bottle of 

drinking water was set before each. The charge for all this was only $25 

for members and $30 for non-members.  

Before lunch, new members Yasmi & Rustom Engineer, Shaheen 

Rustom and Delna Minwalla were recognized. With the induction of 17 

new members in 2025, total membership rose to 120. Lunch over, it was 

time for the keenly awaited talk by our guest speaker, Mr Conan Hagen, 

of FBI, on scams and frauds, how to detect them and how not to fall for 

them. His enlightening presentation with slides on the large screen at the 

back of the stage was listened to with rapt attention. As seniors, not 

getting younger any more, we tend to be not only gullible but also fallible 

when it comes to scams and scared to death, particularly on receiving 

calls telling us that someone close to us is in trouble and needs financial 

aid immediately. Conan advised us not to respond to the caller but to 

contact the person to find out whether that is true. He recommends not to 

speak over the ‘phone if the caller is not known to us. Wait for the caller 

to speak and if uncertain of the subject, put the instrument back on its 

cradle without uttering any explicit in the vernacular. (The last few words 

that of the scribe and not Conan’s.)   It’s your voice that they want to 

record which they then use to call unwary friends for favours.  He 

A SUMPTIOUS FEAST FROM BOHRI 
BAZAAR  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

cautioned us not to click on unfamiliar links on emails. If you suspect 

that the message from your banker, broker, tax consultant, et al is 

dubious, best to ignore it and call them on the secure line to make sure. 

Conan also mentioned that sending checks in mail was risky these 

days. Can you believe it? The post office? Wow! Electronic transfers, 

Zelle for example, should be the preferred mode.  A lively question-

answer session followed on completion of his presentation. We are 

thankful to Conan for educating us and for our member, Farokh 

Billimoria, for persuading him to address us. 

Thus ended our function with the announcement that the next event 

would be a trip to Brenham in mid-April to view the illusive bluebonnet in 

bloom. Our Helping Hands cannot be thanked enough for all that they 

do to make an event enjoyable and noteworthy. Each one of them plays 

a vital role: from planning a function to executing it. Our thanks also to 

the Building Management Sub-committee and the EC for allowing us 

use of the premises for our events. Thanks also to the Entertainment 

Committee for the supply of soft drinks gratis. And, in no small 

measure, thanks dear members for attending in such a large number. 

 

VIRTUOSI OF HOUSTON HONOURS -  ZARINE & MEHERWAN 

BOYCE   

By Jehanbux Mehta  

Zarine and Meherwan Boyce come to mind whenever mention is made 

of Virtuosi of Houston. The couple were the patron saints of the orchestra 

comprising talented youngsters in their early to late teens. No adults, 

except for the two world class conductors, Andrze Grabiec and Franz 

Anton Krager, who not only founded the orchestra in 1996 but weaned 

and stood with it all these 30 years. 

But, more was needed. That’s where Zarine and Meherwan come in.  

Zarine, born in India and educated in Pakistan and the UK, well known 

for her floral crafts and husband, Meherwan, from India but settled in 

good ol’ Texas for umpteen years, whose pioneering in turbines has 

brought him world wide fame.  They made names for themselves in their 

respective fields but their passion was the performing arts in Houston and 

that’s where the Virtuosi came in. Together they  provided the financial 

foundation and artistic vision that transformed Virtuosi into a top class 

orchestra of the young. This gave the children an avenue to exhibit their 

talent. Zarine, who served as the Chairman of Virtuosi for 17 years, 

realized that many of the youngsters did not have the means to acquire 

their musical instrument. With Meherwan’s full and active support, the 

couple came up with a rescue plan: hold lavish parties at their palatial 

home, attended by the elite of the city to raise funds to not only purchase 

equipment but to send them twice, or more times, to perform on stage in 

Europe before knowledgeable audiences who lauded their talent. Can 

you imagine how delighted the kids must have been and how proud the 

Boyces must have been to have made that possible? Zarine was 

exceptional when it came to raising funds for a good cause. Exuding 

charm, she succeeded in renting a large area in the Memorial City Mall 

for a studio for rehearsals for just one dollar a month. No kidding! Allowed 

to attend on a few occasions, I saw at first hand how devoted the two 

conductors were and how quickly the kids learnt from them.  

VIRTUOSI OF HOUSTON HONOURS -  
ZARINE & MEHERWAN BOYCE  

 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Sillie and I must have attended practically all the concerts of Virtuosi as their guests as must have several among our 

community. A friend once asked me why do I bother to attend concerts performed by unacclaimed kids. I replied rather 

harshly, I must confess,  saying if I were to close my eyes when the Virtuosi is playing, I could swear that it is the superb 

Houston Symphony performing. Yes, they are that good. 

The Boyces were instrumental in establishing the concerto concerts, giving opportunity to soloists to exhibit their talent. We 

are very appreciative of the Board of Directors for honouring Zarine and Meherwan at the 27th concerto concert on February 

28, 2026, before a packed audience. Glowing tributes were paid by David Voll, Sr., President of the Board, and by the two 

conductors. A video presentation familiarized the many who may not have come in contact with the honorees and made us 

feel so proud of our hamdins. Thanks to Mr Voll, several tickets were allotted gratis to our ZAH president, Aderbad Tamboli, 

for distributing among fellow Zoroastrians. And, what to say of the concert itself ? What can I, except that it was outstanding. 

All the selected soloists – an unusual duo too – played superbly. But one, a thirteen year old girl, flawlessly playing the 

difficult violin concerto by Mendelssohn, was outstanding. Truly a virtuoso. Z and M would have been overjoyed. I closed 

my eyes, quite sure that it was Midori playing to the accompaniment of the Houston Symphony.      

 

OBITUARY AND REMEMBRANCE 

With deep sorrow, we announce the passing away of our dear beloved, 
 

HOSHANG TEHMURASP SETHNA 

 
January 6, 1931 – March 9, 2026 

 
Husband of Arnavaz Hoshang Sethna 

Brother and Brother-in-law of: 
Rustom (Rusi) Tehmurasp Sethna and (late) Katy Rustom Sethna 

Piroja Farrokh Engineer and (late) Farrokh D. Engineer 
Darayus Tehmurasp Sethna and Gool Darayus Sethna 

Aban Erach Aga and Erach B. Aga 
Zarine Farrokh Mavalvala and (late) Farrokh T. Mavalvala 

Burjor Tehmurasp Sethna and Goshi Burjor Sethna 
in Houston on Monday, 09 March 2026 

 
Our Heartfelt condolences to the Sethna Family 

 

 



 
 

REMEMBERING HOSHANG SETHNA 
By Aban Rustomji 
 
A Life of Adventure, Enterprise, and Community 

Hoshang Sethna lived a life defined by adventure, enterprise, faith, and an unwavering commitment to community. Born in 
Karachi, Pakistan, he spent his formative years in Sukkur, a small but close-knit Zoroastrian community of about forty 
individuals. Those early years left a lasting imprint on him, shaping his deep sense of belonging and responsibility toward 
community life. He went on to study mechanical engineering at the prestigious NED University of Engineering and 
Technology in Karachi before traveling to England for higher studies. Upon returning to Karachi, he married Arnavaz, 
beginning a lifelong partnership built on shared values of family, faith, and hospitality. 

Hoshang was an entrepreneur long before the word became fashionable. Among his early ventures was repairing ships in 
Karachi’s busy harbor—work that combined his engineering skills with his natural instinct for enterprise. Adventure, 
however, was always in his heart. When the opportunity arose to move to the United States, where his sister-in-law lived 
in New Jersey, he seized it with enthusiasm. Soon after arriving, he bought a car and set off on a journey across the US. 
Driving was one of his great joys. Friends often marveled at his uncanny sense of direction—he seemed to possess an 
“inbuilt GPS” long before such technology existed. His travels brought them to Houston, where he immediately liked the 
climate and sensed opportunity in the growing city. Hoshang embraced his adopted country wholeheartedly. He proudly 
described himself as an American first and loved flying the American flag. 

Determined to connect with fellow Zoroastrians in Houston, Hoshang and Arnavaz looked through the telephone directory, 
and reached out to Zarine Boyce and Nargesh Sethna. Community life in Houston soon became central to their world. 
When his father, T. R. Sethna—a respected Zoroastrian scholar—visited Houston, he encouraged Arnavaz and Hoshang 
to help nurture the religious education of young Zoroastrians. Taking that advice to heart, they opened their home for 
Sunday School. For seventeen years, their home was filled with children learning about their faith and heritage. There 
were always lunch after, and along the way the children would help themselves to the bowl of chocolates or candied 
almonds always available to them.  

Hoshang’s professional life in Houston was dynamic. He opened his own automobile business and later joined Boyce 
Engineering, which took him on assignments as far away as Venezuela. Never one to shy away from opportunity, he 
invested in six oil wells in Seguin. When the oil crash forced him to sell them for a pittance, he simply shrugged it off, 
confident that everything in life eventually falls into place. 

Hoshang devoted immense energy to the local Zoroastrian community. At the Zoroastrian Association of Houston, he was 
always ready to lend a hand. If something needed fixing, Hoshang was there—often literally up on the roof at a moment’s 
notice, repairing something, fixing pipes, adjusting switches, or tackling whatever task needed attention. No job was too 
small, and no request was ever turned down. He was also an integral part of the formation of the Zoroastrian Heritage and 
Cultural Center. In those early years, when the vision of a permanent community center was just taking shape, Hoshang 
was among the many dedicated volunteers who rolled up their sleeves and worked tirelessly to make that dream a reality. 

Hoshang Sethna leaves behind a legacy not only of adventure and enterprise, but of generosity, and community spirit. 
Hoshang and Arnavaz’s home bustled with students, relatives, laughter, and conversation—truly a gathering place for 
people of all ages. Our Zoroastrian Heritage and Cultural Center depended on the detailed care and maintenance that 
Hoshang lovingly dedicated to it. Hoshang’s commitment to ZAH was matched to his steadfast support of Arnavaz in her 
integral role of establishing ZAH and making sure we were all connected through newsletters, emails, phone calls, and 
community events. There was not a single newcomer who was not welcomed and established by the Sethnas.  

Through his quiet generosity, steady hands, and adventurous spirit, Hoshang Sethna helped build the foundation of the 
community we cherish today. 

(Link for Hoshang Sethna’s Oral Hsistory recording at Rice University) 
https://digitalcollections.rice.edu/Documents/Detail/zeeba-kayani-hoshang-tehmurasp-sethna-and-nozer-dungora/299498 
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A TRIBUTE TO HOSHANG (UNCLE) SETHNA  

By a community member 

I would walk into the center, and there he was — Hoshang Uncle, already smiling. It didn't matter how your day was going 

or how many people were in the room. That smile found you before you even said a word. 

 

And when you went around giving hugs, he never gave a side hug. He put down whatever he was doing, looked up, and 

gave you a real one. Full attention, every time. It sounds like a small thing. It wasn't. 

 

He was a constant in this community — on the Maintenance Committee, at every gathering, always somewhere nearby if 

you needed him. He didn't make a fuss about any of it. That was just who he was. 

 

Hoshang uncle will be deeply missed.       

OBITUARY 

Bhicu Cowasjee passed peacefully in Houston, TX on March 09th, 2026.  

Daughter of (late) Rustom and Mani Sidhwa; Wife of (late) Firoze (Fiji) Cowasjee; Ex-wife of Noshirwan Cowasjee 

Mother of Natasha Mehta and Cyrus Cowasjee; Mother-in-law of Daraius Mehta and Sharmeen Polad Cowasjee 

Grandmother of Karl, Shaan, Zane, Marina, and Sanaea. Grandmother-in-law of Alex and Great- 

grandmother of Blake and Skylar. 

Our Heartfelt condolences to the Cowasjee Family 

 

SCIENCE AND THE ZOROASTRIAN RELIGION 
By Meheryar N. Rivetna 
 
Science is defined as the fundamental knowledge of the universe gained by human observation and experience. Science 
extends beyond the physical sciences—physics, chemistry, engineering; it includes the study of people as individuals, 
communities and societies.  
 
The object of science is to understand how nature works by observing the natural and physical world to improve the lot of 
human beings. Science also encompasses an understanding of human interactions, and the consequences thereof, for the 
betterment of humanity. It is this knowledge that Zarathustra gave humankind. 
 
“Zarathustra was master in natural observation…His observation, his experience and knowledge helped him to his final 
beliefs and conclusions…His religion is not a mere idealism; it is an induction from facts…The Gathas show: The beginning 
and end of everything in the natural world occurs according to the known laws of nature”. (1). 
 
For humans to live by the laws of nature for a harmonious life is specified in the Gathas: O, Ahura Mazda! When Thou first 
created the world and with your innate wisdom you created the laws of the universe and bestowed upon us corporeal life 
and wisdom; you gave us religious laws for us to use and with our will to make the right choices; to live by those fixed laws 
for a good life. (Ys 31.11). 
 
Rastamji Edulji Dastoor Peshotan Sanjana, the High Priest of Bombay in the 1920s, is unequivocal in stating that 
“Zarathustra’s teachings constitute a true religion which is not only not contrary to but in precise harmony with nature…The 
Zoroastrian dogmas, doctrines and principles cannot be thoroughly impressed upon the human mind unless they are shown 
to rest upon natural grounds, upon a firm scientific foundation, upon the facts of nature…” (1). 
 
Social scientists explicitly state: Living in accordance with the laws of nature and fulfilling one’s duty constitute the essential 
principles of all morality and are characteristics of all moral persons. It is such individuals who realize everlasting happiness. 
(2). 
 
This is an echo of a principle Zarathustra established millennia before social scientists voiced this fact: Fully aware that only 
by obeying the laws of Ahura Mazda (acting in accordance with the laws of Nature, i.e., attributes of Ahura Mazda) can I 
accrue the advantages of a good life and that by conforming to righteousness (Asha) using my Good Mind (Vohu Manah) is 
the only path to an exalted abode. (Ys 28.4). 
 
That the Zoroastrian religion firmly rests on the laws of nature (science) is unmistakable. 
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SUPER SATURDAY SPRING CELEBRATION AT ASIASOCIETY 

ZAH PARTICIPATING. ALL OUR INVITED. 

REGISTER (for free) - Super Saturday: Spring Celebrations 

 

https://asiasociety.org/texas/events/super-saturday-spring-celebrations-along-silk-road

