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UPCOMING EVENTS

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday, September 28, 2025 — Fasli Mehrgan Gahambar
PLACE:ZHCC Friday, October 3, 2025 - WZCC Event
8787 W. Airport Bivd. Friday, October 10 and Saturday, October 11, 2025 - Library Event
Houston, TX 77071 Wednesday, December 31, 2025 — New Year’s Eve Gala
Tel: 713-270-9339
REPORTS
TIME: Different timings for each group
LIBRARY REPORT
DATE: September 14, 2025 By: Aban Rustomji
Children's Session: The Sunday A SILVERMILESTONE - Celebrating 25 Years of Voices and Vision
School session starts at 11:00 a.m. in-
person and by Zoom This fall, we invite you to join us in celebrating a very special milestone —

the 25th anniversary of our ZAH Library Speaker Series. For a
quarter of a century, ZAH Llbrary and home of FIRES has been at the
heart of our community, preserving our heritage, fostering learning, and
creating a welcoming space where ideas, friendships, and inspiration
flourish.

Middle Group: The Sunday School
session at 10:00 a.m. — in-person & by
Zoom

We hope you’ll be part of a weekend filled with connection, reflection,
and pride in all that we’ve built together:

Friday, October 10 — Gala Night

An evening to mark our “Silver Milestone” with friends, food, and
fellowship. Together, we’ll honor the visionaries and volunteers who have
nurtured FIRES over the past 25 years.

Youth Group: The Sunday School

session at 10:00 a.m. In Saturday, October 11 — Speaker Series
E Engage with renowned scholars and enrich your understanding as a
community:

. Prof. Afshin Marashi — Parsis and Iranis: Historical Preservation
between Print Culture and the Digital Age

. Prof. Dan Sheffield — Testimonies of Tradition: An Introduction
to Zoroastrian Manuscripts




ZAH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Aderbad Tamboli — Chairman
Percy Master — Secretary
Lyla Daroga — Treasurer

Zia Anklesaria — Member
Nozer Dungor — Member
Zubin Mistry — Member
Fiona Setna — Member

OUR ERVADS (PRIESTS)

Boomla, Noozar
Buchia, Kyrus
Dastur, Barjor M
Dastur, Darius B
Desai, Farrokh
Gonda, Pervez
Kanga, Neville
Katrak, Rayomand
Katrak, Vispi
Khumbatta, Noshir
Kotwal, Zubin
Masani, Dara
Nariman, Khushrav
Nariman, Viraf
Pavri, Shapur
Sanjana, Bahmanshah
Sanjana, Kurush
Sidhwa, Kayomarz
Sidhwa, Maneck
Sidhwa, Yazad
Unwalla, Peshotan
Vimadalal, Freyaan
Vimadalal, Khushroo

Thanks to the generous support of our community friends, we are able to
keep this celebration at a very reasonable cost.

Please click here to register — See flyer below.

Nadir & Rati Godrej
e

Adding to our joy, we recently had the pleasure of hosting Mr. Nadir
Godrej and his wife Rati at the Library, the Bhandara Atash Kadeh, and
across ZAH. Mr. Godrej, an industrialist, chemical engineer, and
celebrated poet, autographed copies of his books, now part of our library
collection. Their visit was a wonderful reminder that the work we do here
in Houston resonates far beyond our own community and inspires
connections across the Zoroastrian world.

Atash Kadeh News - for August 2025 Manashni
By: Atash Kadeh Committee

August was a busy month as usual. Muktad preparations began in late
July to spruce up the Atash Kadeh, arrange Muktad tables and collect
Vases.

This year, unfortunately, our dear Ervad Maneck Sidhwa could not join in
the prayers due to health issues, and we certainly missed his
participation.

Ervad Pervez Gonda single handedly takes care of the Muktad Flowers
and Vases. He comes in early, takes care of the Boye, spruces up the
Kebla, and the Prayer Hall. Folks comment how serene the Atash Kadeh
feels, when they walk in.

We are sincerely grateful to all our Ervads — Khushrav Nariman, Noshir
Khumbatta, Khushroo Vimadalal, Freyaan Vimadalal, and Zubin Kotwal
— for their dedication and support this year, making time from their busy
schedules to participate in prayers and help whenever needed. Their
commitment, whether by taking on additional responsibilities, joining
despite work and studies, or coming together as a father-son team, is
truly appreciated and deeply valued.

It goes without saying that we appreciate, beyond measure, what our
wonderful Ervads do to preserve our age-old traditions. We thank every
one of you for your thoughtfulness, eagerness, enthusiasm and support
for our Atash Kadeh, and hope we continue to see this for years to come.

Our wonderful volunteers and donors are what make the Muktad days
successful. Many thanks to Persis & Naozer Behramsha, Shernaz &
Feroze Bhandara, Jessica & Jamshed Bharucha, Rushna & Nauzer


https://zah.org/events/library-event-25th-anniversary-fires-celebrations/

HAMBANDAGI PRAYERS
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YOUTH FUNDRAISER
MC’S NATASHA & SHIREEN

Bilimoria, Bakhtawar & Kershaw Byramiji, Nargis & Homi Cooper,
Mahrukh & Rohintan Deputy, Farida & Neville Divecha, Roshan & Yezdi
Engineer, Yasmin & Rustom Engineer, Villoo & Pervez Gonda, Anahita
Kanga, Nazneen & Kershaw Khumbatta, Arnaz & Jangoo Mistry, Dilnaz
& Zubin Mory, Tannaz Machhi & Debasish Chakraborty, Manek &
Khushrav Nariman, Avan & Jehangir Shroff, Sanober & Aderbad
Tamboli, and Aloo Tata.

We celebrated Navroze day with a Humbandagi attended by many and
led by our ever-enthusiastic Arnavaz Sethna. Khordad Sal was
celebrated with a Jashan, which was also attended well.

Gatha Study classes are now held at 12:30 p.m. to accommodate more
attendance.

In the August session, Meheryar explained that Zarathustra initiates his
doctrines with the Gathic Ha 28 emphasizing the importance of having
two, of the six, of Ahura Mazda’s important attributes: a Good Mind
(Vohu Manah) directed towards Truth and Righteousness (Asha).
Humans possessing these characteristics can defeat all that is
adversarial to human well-being on earth.

Your Atash Kadeh Committee

YOUTH FUNDRAISER
By: Natasha Dungor

On Saturday, July 19, 2025, ZAH’s Middle and Youth Groups hosted our
annual Youth Fundraiser, “Down Memory Lane.” We would like to thank
all of our over 200 guests who attended this event and made it a grand
success. We'd also like to thank each and every one of our donors and
silent auction winners for their support, encouragement, participation,
and generous donations.

A special thank you to all the families who donated items towards our
silent auction and to our friends at the Zoroastrian Association of North
Texas (ZANT) for donating the beautiful Zarathushtra Carpet for our
raffle.

The night was filled with fun and entertainment, including a special
theatrical play with dances, lively rounds of bingo, a silent auction, and
music by our young DJs. Guests also enjoyed a variety of delicious
appetizers, dinner, and desserts, along with an assortment of wines,
games, and door prizes throughout the evening.

Videos of the entertainment, along with images, can be viewed with the
following link: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gc-
X8ZyHf8rQQIIVIpy v7Javf mmLCZ?usp=drive_link

This function would have been impossible without the help of our ZAH
youth and middle group kids, parents, and volunteers who selflessly
helped us for the past couple of months. We had 25+ volunteers who
helped make this event extraordinary.

Thank you to Emma Kolah for singlehandedly working the visuals, lights,
and sounds for our show, with setup help from Aderbad Tamboli, Rayhan
Nariman, and Khushrav Nariman. Thank you to Rashna Oak for the
stunning centerpieces and table decor. Thank you to Edul Chikhliwala for
helping with the silent auction.


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gc-X8ZyHf8rQQlIVIpy_v7Javf_mmLCZ?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1gc-X8ZyHf8rQQlIVIpy_v7Javf_mmLCZ?usp=drive_link

YOUTH FUNDRAISER
DANCE ENTERTAINMENT

Outgoing President
Natasha Dungor

Incoming President
Shireen Anklesaria

Thank you to all the parents for helping with the setup of the photo
backdrop, the wings, and the costumes. Thank you to Vehishta Kaikobad
for helping us with the younger kids and for overall help on the
performances. Thank you to Yezdi Engineer and Marc Irani for the
photography and videography. Thank you to our Youth Mentors (Friyana
Sidhwa, Nerius Mehta, and Rayhan Nariman) for helping us throughout the
entire process and helping in all ways possible. Thank you to Jasmine
Mistry for managing the event, coordinating food, and for her everlasting
support and dedication to us, the youth. Thank you to the 20+ parent
volunteers who brought their kids to practice, helped with decoration,
setup, food, silent auction items, and more.

Finally, thank you to YOU. We have raised $14,840.71 in net profits this
year. The proceeds from this year’s fundraiser will go toward maintenance
and updates to the ZAH Youth Room, as well as general upkeep of our
center, ensuring it remains a safe and welcoming space for our youth and
the entire community. We are truly grateful for the ongoing community
support for our Youth.

FINAL YOUTH REPORT
From Natasha N. Dungor

As my term as ZAH Youth Group President comes to a close, | want to
take a moment to sincerely thank everyone for an unforgettable year. Your
energy, dedication, and passion helped make 2024—2025 one of our most
successful years yet.

Together, our youth participated in and accomplished so much: our Blood
Drive in October, Christmas Party, Attitude for Gratitude Drive in
collaboration with ZYNA, and the NAZC Congress in December, the
Carnival in April, and last but not least, our Annual Youth Fundraiser in
July. Each of these moments was made possible by all of YOU — your
involvement, support, and spirit shaped our journey.

As we look ahead, I'm thrilled to announce the new ZAH Youth Officers for
the 2025-2026 school year:

President: Shireen Anklesaria
Vice President: Darius Dastur
Secretary: Cyrus Desai
Treasurer: Mahtaab Mondegarian
Historian: Nadia Bharucha

Please join me in congratulating them. I'm confident this amazing team will
continue to lead our group with creativity, purpose, and unity.

Thank you again for an incredible year. It has been an honor and a
privilege to serve as your president. I'm excited to see what the future
holds for ZAH Youth.

Warm Regards,
Natasha N. Dungor
ZAH Youth Group President (2024-2025)

Manashni wishes Natasha the best in her chosen career as she moves to
College



NAVROZE 2025
SOME ATTENDEES

GOLDEN GROUP OUTING
SEA VIEW FROM MOODY GARDENS

NOWRUZ CELEBRATED
By: Yasmin Medhora

ZAH Nowruz function was celebrated on August 16, 2025 at the ZHCC
and was attended by estimated 200 guests. ZAH was given $1,466 as
operating profit.

Guests mingled in the Atrium and then walked into the beautifully
decorated hall with satin table cloths and elegant flower arrangement on
each table. Soon thereafter the aroma of the mouthwatering appetizers,
Chicken Manchurian and Samosas drew the guests to the Rustomiji
Room. The satisfied audience after enjoying the delicious starters came
back to the hall ready for the evening program.

Our young confident emcees Shireen Anklesaria and Natasha Dungor
welcomed the guests and they promised a great evening. Then they
introduced the juggler & comedian, Bruce Manners from the Gig Bureau.
Everyone awaiting to be amazed and amused by his acts. Bruce was
light hearted and interactive with the adults and children. He blended his
technical skills with a delightful sense of comedy. With his mischievous
grin and impeccable timing, he juggled balls, clubs, rings, cups and
oversized props. His act of balancing on the skate board and knives left
the audience in shock and awe. Our two young fearless and bold
volunteers from the audience were applauded for their confidence on the
stage with Bruce.

This memorable show was followed by the scrumptious dinner of goat
biryani, chicken tikka masala, goat seekh kabab, naan, karahi daal and
couple of veggie dishes. The tiny kids enjoyed pasta. The mithai chaat
and ice cream dessert was well received. There was plenty of left overs
and those interested happily packed their meals for the rest of the
weekend.

Our young handsome DJs Darius Dastur, Cyrus Desai and Darian
Bharucha played soft music all thru the evening and later played music
for the energetic dancers. Others were chit-chatting,

catching up on gossip with their friends.

A big thankyou to the Entertainment committee members, ZAH web
team, eBlast team, all volunteers, generous donors and well-wishers in
making the function a grand success. Ushta te.

GOLDEN GROUP OUTING:
IN A GARDEN BY THE SEASIDE
By Jehanbux Mehta

Horrors. It was yet another scorching day, but the planned outing for the
Golden Group was in no way to be sidestepped. What better than a trip
to Galveston for lunch at the much talked about Garden Restaurant in
Moody Gardens, overlooking the sea. It may have been a brave, maybe
reckless, thing to do to step out into the searing sun, even if it was just
for a few minutes, from the cool car or bus to the heaven that the
restaurant was, but worth it.

Sixty members and their two guests signed up for the outing.
Unfortunately, with three members having dropped out at the last minute
on account of illness, only 59 could make the trip, but that was still a
pretty large group, by any count. The trip was made possible, thanks, as
always, to our Helping Hand, Anita Kavina, for arranging a bus,



MOODY GARDEN - LUNCH

Aug 2, 2025 1:51:23 PM
1 Hope Boulevard

Aug 2, 20251850:50 PM

1 Hope'Boulevard

Galveston County
Texas

WEDDING
KAIZEEN & SOHRAB
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compliments of Precinct 1, City of Houston. Due to capacity constraints,
only 38 persons could be accommodated in it, seats allotted on a first
response basis.

The no refreshments on board mandate may have deprived the bus
riders of the traditional pora pao, chutney sandwiches and what not, but
did not deter them from singing and swapping yarns. For fear of being
ostracized, | refrained from inquiring about the topics.

Riders on the bus were requested to arrive at our ZAH Centre well before
the departure time of 11:15 to sign in the Roster and pay their event
charge of $25 per member and $30 for guest. This levy was, of course,
made possible by The Kitty picking up the deficit. Payment of the exact
amount made the task of collection simple. Those who rode directly to the
venue also paid their dues without being reminded. No wonder we
Helping Hands enjoy arranging functions for the members.

A separate area was set aside for us with carafes of cold water and iced
tea already on the tables. The buffet counters were conveniently close
by. Lunch was served at 12:30 and what a spread it was. The salad bar
was laid out with coleslaw, tossed salad, cucumber salad and pasta
salad very well supported with dressings to please all palates. Next, to
the neighbouring counters with a larger plate for fried breaded shrimps
and flounder bites, chicken nuggets, Cajun sausage, Spanish rice, grilled
chicken and out of this world pot roast with gravy and cheesy mashed
potato.

How could one have dessert after all this; but, we did. Fresh fruit salad,
pastry oozing with chocolate cream, crunchy fan pastry and carrot cake
with frosting to die for. Overlooking the array was the chef gleaming with
delight on seeing the first 20 of us piling our plates, but by the time the
remaining 40 lined up, he was aghast. He should not have been for the
gorias from the other tables were equally appreciative of the fine cuisine.

After lunch, another treat awaited us. It was the showing of a 25 minute
documentary “Ocean Paradise” in the adjacent 3D theatre. The
undersea creatures came to life on the huge screen yearning to spring
out to mingle among us. Thoughtfully, the sharks maintained their
distance. The charge of $10 per viewer was covered in the event charge
mentioned earlier, thanks to our Kitty which is made up almost entirely of
members’ annual subscriptions. With the addition of new members
Yasmin and Rustom Engineer, total membership now stands at 118.

It was time to catch our bus for the ride back to the Center but not before
a step outside on the patio facing the water for a breath of fresh cool air.
So glad that we could be away from the city, its heat madding crowd,
even if it was for a mere five hours.

WEDDING

Kaizeen, daughter of Cyrus & Freny Mody of Los Angeles, CA, was
married to Sohrab, son of Dinshaw & Cyra Anklesaria of Karachi,
Pakistan on August 15, 2025 in Los Angeles, CA. The newlyweds
currently reside in Houston, TX and express their love and appreciation
for the kind wishes and support the ZAH community has given them.

Manashni wishes Kaizeen & Sohrab a lifetime of love and happiness.



OBITUARY

ATTACK
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

OBITUARY - Minoo F Kasnavia

He was born Minoo Faredoon Irani in Bombay, India to Dolly and
Faredoon Irani. He is survived by his wife, Shirin, brother Noshir,
children Abadan (spouse Armin), Parinaz (spouse Khodadad),
Tirandaz (spouse Nilufar), grandchildren — Malcolm (spouse Naomi),
Marc (spouse Simi), Komron (spouse Auzana), Bhryan, Aaron,
Priyanka (spouse Otney Jr.), and great grandchildren — Zara, Lily,
Liam, Deia, and Leila.

CHANGE OF EMAIL ADDRESS
Friyana Sidhwa’s e-mail address has changed. Please use her new
address: friyanaksidhwa@gmail.com

24 YEARS FOR SEPTEMBER 11 INCIDENT
MY MEMORIES OF THAT DAY
By: Arnavaz Sethna

September 11, 2001 — we were in Karachi for a family wedding.

My sister, Mahrukh, and | had made plans to go to Karachi for the
wedding, and on the return home, go to London to catch Cosmos
Travels for a European tour for a couple of weeks. Sounds fantastic,
right? But the higher powers had a different plan for us.

That fateful day in September, we were at the Adarni ceremony at
Beach Luxury Hotel from 5:00 pm (8:00 am in New York) completely
oblivious of what was happening in New York. As other invitees started
arriving a little later, we got the story. Not one but two planes had hit
both World Trade Center (WTC)Towers. Later we learned that four
places were targetted.

Mahrukh and her husband Rohi were in a panic and were desperate to
reach their daughter Spenta who worked in an attorney’s office not very
far from WTC Towers. They couldn’t contact anyone as the phone lines
were down throughout the U.S.. After nearly two hours, Mahrukh was
able to contact her son Cyrus who assured her that Spenta was safe
back from work. Happy and relieved, we proceeded to enjoy the Adarni
dinner.

The next day we got a message from Cosmos Travel that the tour was
cancelled. Needless to say we were very disappointed.

As soon as the air traffic was restored, Mahrukh and Rohi left for New
York. Hoshang and | stayed till our scheduled date of departure. While
still in Karachi, the VP of my department called and asked if everything
was OK for us and to contact him should | need any help. | was very
touched by this gesture.

Well, our flight to Houston had a lay over in Paris — Charles de Gaulle
Airport — for six hours. Before boarding the flight to Houston, we had to
go through security. Hoshang and | were pulled aside for questioning
since we were coming from Pakistan. After the regular questioning of
names etc., the next question stunned me — the security officer said
“who paid for your ticket”. Not grasping the significance of the question,
| said “we did”. If he asked this question once, he asked three times in
three different ways. The third time he asked, | just glared at him. He
then asked whether | worked. “Yes”, | said. “Where”? | said “Oil

"«

Company”. “Do you have a business card” he asked? Now, normally |



don’t carry my business card when | am traveling but frantically searching my purse, | found one. | gave it to him. He took
it to his office probably to check the veracity of my card. The Security Officer came back after five minutes or so and
cleared us for travel to the U.S. Whew, were we glad to board the homeward bound plane.

Its been 24 years since this incident and | wonder how many people remember this attack on the United States.

Asha: The Path To Righteous Living
By: Meheryar N. Rivetna

What is righteousness? Righteousness is living according to the Truth inherent in the Order in Nature. Zarathustra
represented the virtues Truth, Righteousness, the Order in Nature as Asha, an attribute of Ahura Mazda. Asha is the
characteristic that humans must incorporate within themselves in order to live a happy, meaningful life. It is through Asha
that humankind can further its own betterment and that of the world, defeating all that is detrimental to its well-being.

“‘Humans are nature's highest creation. This conclusion comes from the fact, as Zarathustra articulated, that nature has
endowed human beings among all its creation with the capacity to think. And it is this capacity that allows humankind to
have a relationship with nature. Zarathustra was the first to realize that for humans to understand nature and its laws (Ahura
Mazda) it was critical to have a 'Good Mind' to link this faculty of the mind to natural order”. (1). [Emphasis added].

"Zoroaster conceived of the order of nature, with laws uniformly operating which it is the duty of a man to observe and
learn, as God's (Ahura Mazda's) laws operating in nature, as the manifestation of the workings of the Good Mind of God, as
the product of the rules of the Right and so of God... The law of God (Ahura Mazda) which Zoroaster recognized and
worshipped, was inimical to all that is destructive, and fostered beneficence everywhere." (2). [Emphasis added].

“God, as Zarathustra realized and discovered was no finite Being. Two essential qualifications are needed to understand
the God of the Universe, as Zarathustra understood Him. The first qualification is to practice Righteousness (Law of Asha)
without any desire for material reward or gain. Every kind of virtue is to be practiced purely for the sake of virtue itself. The
second qualification is to understand and to assimilate the Unchanging Laws of Nature, at work in the Universe.
These Laws of Nature are unceasingly at work in every form of Creation. Zarathustra came to a perfect understanding
of the One Great Law of ‘Asha-Vahishta’.” (3). [Emphasis added].

The Zoroastrian religion does not promote worship of nature. It calls for humans to live according to the laws of nature.

The laws of nature (the order in nature) are fixed and cannot be altered by any petition or wishful thinking. It is human
responsibility to live in compliance with those laws (Asha) for the fulfillment of a beneficent life.

References:

(1). Cama, K. R.; Translated from the Gujarati edition of Account of Prophet Zarathustra's Life. (1870).
(2). Dawson, Miles Menander; The Ethical Religion of Zoroaster. (1931).

(3). Rustomjee, Framroz; A Catechism On The Teachings Of Holy Zarathustra. (1959).

(The views expressed in this article are solely those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the ZAH official policy or
position)






THE SILVER MILESTONE

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF
ZAH LIBRARY & FIRES

Friday, October 10th, 2025, Evening Gala Dinner @ 6:30pm
Zoroastrian Association of Houston, in-person only
An evening of celebration, memories, and community spirit
Dinner: $25

Saturday, October 11th, 2025, Lecture Series
Zoroastrian Association of Houston, (Zoom & in-person)

From Scroll to Screen:

Archiving Zoroastrian Manuscripts in the Digital World
Lunch: $10
Tea & snacks - 10:30am & Lunch - 12pm to 1pm

Dr. Daniel Sheffield (11am CST)  Dr. Afshin Marashi (1pm CST)
Princeton University University of Oklahoma

Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 898 9456 0684
Passcode: FEZANA

9am Pacific | 11am Central | 12pm Eastern |
5pm London | 9pm Karachi | 9:30pm Mumbai

E E Scan the QR code to
d join the lecture series on Zoom

For in-person attendance, click here: zah.org/events/library-event-25th-
anniversary-fires-celebrations/ j
For questions email: Arnavaz Sethna, ahsethna@yahoo.com

]oin us as we honor our past, celebrate our present, and inspire ourfuture.
Co-sponsored by the Andrew W. Mellon Society of Fellows in Critical Bibliography at Rare Book School



WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 31, 2025
at ZAH CENTER - 8PM

SAVE THE DATE
Details coming soon!!

SUMPTUOUS DINNER |
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LATIN DANCE PERFORMANCE
LD DANCE COMPANY

NAVAZ KAYANI IRANI
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